
Construction Checklist 

When constructing, renovating, or adding to a Firewise home, consider the 
following: 

• Choose a Firewise location.  
• Design and build a Firewise home.  
• Employ Firewise landscaping and maintenance.  

To select a Firewise location, observe the following: 

• Slope of terrain; be sure to build on the most level portion of the land, since fire 
spreads rapidly, even on minor slopes.  

• Set your single-story structure at least 30 feet back from any ridge or cliff; 
increase the distance if your home will be higher than one story.  

In designing and building your Firewise home, remember the two main 
goals are; (1) to reduce the flammability of the house and (2) to reduce 
exposure to a forest fire. 

• Use construction materials that are fire-resistant or non-combustible whenever 
possible.  

• For roof construction, consider using materials such as Class-A asphalt shingles, 
slate or clay tile, metal, cement and concrete products, or terra-cotta tiles.  

• Constructing a fire-resistant sub-roof will add protection, as well.  
• For exterior wall siding, fire-resistant materials such as stucco or masonry are 

much better than wood or vinyl (which can soften and melt).  
• Windows can break easily when exposed to fire, opening up a path for fire to 

enter the house. Tempered glass is more resistant to breakage than single or 
double-pane glass. Use this for the largest, most exposed picture windows. 
Smaller panes (<2' wide) hold up better in their frames than larger ones when 
exposed to fire. Try using multiple smaller panes rather than one large one.  

• Plastic skylights can melt, and allow fire to drop into a house. Non-flammable 
covers can be made for skylights and windows.  

• To prevent sparks from entering your home through vents, cover exterior attic and 
under floor vents with wire mesh no larger than 1/8 of an inch; make sure under 
eave and soffit vents are closer to the roof line than the wall; and box in eaves, but 
provide adequate ventilation to prevent condensation.  

• Include a driveway that is wide enough: 12 feet wide with a vertical clearance of 
15 feet and a slope that is less than 12 percent to provide easy access for fire 
engines. The driveway and access roads should be well maintained, clearly 
marked, and include ample turnaround space near the house. Also consider access 
to water supply, if possible.  

• Keep gutters, eaves, and roof clear of leaves and other debris.  



• Make an occasional inspection of your home, looking for deterioration such as 
breaks and spaces between roof tiles, warping wood, or cracks and crevices where 
sparks can gather.  

• Also, inspect your property, clearing dead wood and dense vegetation from at 
least 30 feet from your house, and moving firewood away from the house, decks 
or fences.  

Any structures attached to the house, such as decks, porches, fences, and outbuildings 
should be considered part of the house. These structures can act as fuses or fuel bridges, 
particularly if constructed from flammable materials. 

• Prevent combustible materials and debris from accumulating beneath decks or 
elevated porches; screen or box in these areas.  

• Make sure an elevated wooden deck is not located at the top of a hill where it will 
be in direct line of a fire moving up slope; consider a terrace instead.  

• If you wish to attach an all-wood fence to your home, use masonry or metal as a 
protective barrier between the fence and house.  

• Use non-flammable metal when constructing a trellis and cover with high-
moisture, nonflammable vegetation.  

 



Filename: Construction Checklist.doc 
Directory: C:\Documents and Settings\olszowy\Desktop 
Template: C:\Documents and Settings\olszowy\Application 

Data\Microsoft\Templates\Normal.dot 
Title: Construction Checklist 
Subject:  
Author: nrepcadmin 
Keywords:  
Comments:  
Creation Date: 5/8/2007 4:13:00 PM 
Change Number: 1 
Last Saved On: 5/8/2007 4:19:00 PM 
Last Saved By: nrepcadmin 
Total Editing Time: 7 Minutes 
Last Printed On: 5/8/2007 4:20:00 PM 
As of Last Complete Printing 
 Number of Pages: 2 
 Number of Words: 602 (approx.) 
 Number of Characters: 2,988 (approx.) 

 


	Construction Checklist
	When constructing, renovating, or adding to a Firewise home,
	To select a Firewise location, observe the following:
	In designing and building your Firewise home, remember the t



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


